
Poona Community Planning  
Workshop 22 April 2017 

 This information package should be read as an adjunct to 
the Community Planning Workshop and contains – 

 the community’s inputs from consultation  

 research associated with the serviceability of the existing boat 
ramp 

 research relevant to the Poona property market, and  

 identified aspects (Pillars) to be considered by Council in planning 
our future needs in line with the Community’s ‘Vision for the 
Future’ 



Poona’s Future in 10 Pillars 
1. Pathways & Walking Trails 
2. Mitigation of Beach Erosion 
3. Foreshore Infrastructure 

 Boat Ramp Upgrade 
 Official MSQ Navigational Markings 

4. Foreshore Enhancement 
5. Street Scaping 
6. Precinct Infrastructure 
7. Precinct Enhancement 
8. Community Services 
9. Development 

 Tourism 
 Retirement Village 

10. Council Services 
 
 



#1 Pathways & Walking Trails 

 Improved pathways and walking trails will cater 
for- 

 our increasing population 

 our ageing population 

 community interests (bird watching, wildflowers 
etc.) 

 visitor interests 

 



Walking Trails – Community Input 

 Link the access paths in the various developments that 
currently go nowhere.  These could be incorporated into the 
broader cycle/ walking paths that may get into the final plan 

 We have paths at the end of  cul-de-sacs that go nowhere, for 
example the path at the end of Pandanus Place that heads 
towards the shop and comes to a dead end - small 
resumptions to finish 

 Need to put timber in the swampy parts of the walking track 
similar to the butterfly walk at Agnes Water or boardwalks like 
Seary’s Creek 

 Build a number of bird hides along the trails – many different 
species in different parts 

 Paths should be wider so snakes are more easily seen 

 



#2 Mitigate Beach Erosion 

 Foreshore erosion is a threat to- 

 the general appearance of our foreshores 

 public & private property 

 future tourism 



Beach Erosion - Community Input  

Summary of comments 

 Add rocks and a concrete path to the outfall pipes 
along the beach.  This allows people to fish on the 
tide, is more aesthetically pleasing and may control 
beach erosion 

 Fix the beach erosion - the longer it is left the harder 
the job 

 Alluvial rock from the point has washed up and down 
the beach making the beach unattractive and 
difficult to use 

 



#3a Foreshore Infrastructure  

 Improved foreshore infrastructure (Shelters, 
BBQs etc.)- 

 accommodates the needs of the increased (and 
increasing) number of residents in Poona 

 improved facilities for visitors 



Foreshore Infrastructure – Community Input 

Summary of comments 

 Like to see the foreshore and beach developed with 
seating, walkways, shelters and BBQ scattered along 
the stretch  

 A shelter like the new ones at Woodgate should be 
installed on the northern foreshore adjacent to the 
boat ramp 

 Swimming area set aside with enclosure 

 



#3b Boat Ramp Upgrade  

 The existing boating facility is not fit for purpose 
and is holding Poona back economically & socially. 
It is- 

 a threat to future tourism 

 a barrier to future residents moving to Poona 

 a safety risk in the event of a forest fire, not having ‘all 
tide’ access, and  

 it does not meet the needs of current residents who 
moved here for the access to the Strait 



Boat Ramp Upgrade – Community Input 
Summary of comments 

 The boat ramp that ‘goes nowhere’ - range of options could be considered. Reduction in water 
access is having an adverse effect on real estate values 

 Speaking first-hand the comment regularly gets made that it is a shame that Poona does not have 
all tide access and that some people turn away from Poona because of this.  Therefore I think this 
is on top of the list. 

 Peter Kurts Development had paid money to Council for an upgrade in the 90’s – what happened 
to those funds 

 The boat ramp is not fit for purpose – needs work now 

 A boat ramp upgrade is an absolute necessity for the community to go forward 

 The present one is unsafe and unusable for over half the tide. That poor infrastructure is holding 
Poona back. 

 A major boost would be to get a 24 hour access channel to the boat ramp which would encourage 
more tourists and residents. 

 A floating pontoon for fishing on a high tide would be great   

 Fully endorse the actions to get a proper boat ramp and trailer parking 

 Then there are the contra views –  
 I do not support a better boating facility as it will result in higher Council rates 

 Improved boating facilities will attract more people and that is not what we want 

 



Boat Ramp Research 
 An analysis of Bureau of Meteorology data relevant to tides, sunrise and 

wind over a 12 month period (2016) showed- 
 Of daylight hours a small tinnie can only access the current ramp 48% of 

daylight hours 

 When wind is taken into account access times are reduced to just 29% 

 Based on a typical fisherman’s desire to access the water say, at 6 am (or 
from sunrise in cooler months) for a minimum 4 hour period, the data 
reflects-  

 that in the year there were only 68 such days available reduced to 39 days 
in total, because of wind conditions (39 days = 11%) 

 Of the 68 days there are only 19 days coinciding with a weekend and 
again reduced to just 9 days, taking account of wind conditions (9 days = 
less than 1 in 10 weekends) 

 Our ramp has been described as ‘the ramp to nowhere’ and the data 
analyses supports that statement and reinforces the argument that the 
present structure is ‘not fit for purpose’ 



Boat Ramp Research 

Month 
Total Daylight 
Hours 

Operational 
hours (tides) in 

daylight 

Lost hours 
because of wind 
affecting safety 
at ramp 

Percentage of 
operational 
hours to daylight 

Operational 
hours less wind 
effected times as 
a percentage of 
daylight hours 

January 421:05 222:28 115:02 53% 26% 

February 376:39 198:59 130:54 53% 18% 

March 378:12 191:36 108:45 51% 22% 

April 350:32 165:57 94:53 47% 20% 

May 333:30 142:38 26:43 43% 35% 

June 313:24 127:56 35:32 41% 29% 

July 327:21 125:41 16:52 38% 33% 

August 348:45 151:13 39:18 43% 32% 

September 358:45 161:40 27:28 45% 37% 

October 393:57 186:40 33:24 47% 39% 

November 388:45 200:34 88:02 52% 29% 

December 426:46 224:48 108:22 53% 27% 

Totals 4417:45 2100:16 825:21 48% 29% 



Boat Ramp Research 



#3c MSQ Navigational Markings 
  

 TMR/MSQ should mark the channel into Poona 
with official navigational markings 

 Poona should be made a secondary port with 
its own tide predictions 



Poona Channel Marking 
  

Summary of comments 

 The channel into Poona should be officially marked 
and is long overdue 

 Make Poona an official secondary port with its own 
tide predictions 

 



#4 Foreshore Enhancements 
 Generally clean up and beautify the foreshore 

from the boat ramp to the Point and around 
parallel with Outridge Ave having regard to 
erosion issues. 

 Widen the walkway and remove obstacles such as 
overhanging branches (? Concrete path v Natural 
pathway) 

 Council, to develop guidelines for the future 
management of the foreshore so there is 
consistency on all Poona foreshores 

 Council to have a weekly pick up of palm fronds 
and other debris 
 



Foreshore Enhancements – Community Input 

Summary of comments 
 First priority is the beautification of the foreshore - beautification 

projects will attract holiday makers, part time residents and full time 
residents 

 Make a formed (concrete) path, bike way along the water front for 
easy walking for elderly, children in prams and anyone who love to 
walk or cycle along the water front. 

 then, contra views - Poona has some great walkways with bird 
watching etc. walkways should remain in their natural state – no 
concrete or asphalt. Environmentally sad to alter. 

 Some standardisation of what should and should not happen in the 
foreshore management. Different people do different things 

 Revegetate the foreshore 
 Illegal gardens blocking walkways on foreshore should be stopped 
 The foreshore understory needs cleaning - fuel load is excessive and 

needs to be thinned out. Haven also for snakes – not acceptable 
with children on the path. 



#5 Street Scaping 
 Kerb & channelling (or other drainage works, if not feasible) on all 

streets in Poona not currently at that standard 

 For road safety reasons, we need to separate pedestrians and 
cyclists from vehicles on Boronia Drive & Outridge Ave 

 Make Owen Cox St a shared zone and the central hub of Poona 
with pathways and drainage on both sides of the street and the 
area beautified with trees and shrubs 

 Upgrade and beautify the garden at the entrance to Poona (near 
Cockatoo Cres) 

 Upgrade and beautify the area at the turnoff to Poona 



Street Scaping – Community Input 

Summary of comments 
 As the Poona community grows Eric Coe Park needs rejuvenation and the whole area 

between Snapper Drive and the northern side of Owen Cox Drive beautified and 
established as the central hub of the town. The area should be a shared zone with a 
lower speed limit 

 There needs to be better parking facilities near the caravan park to cater for day 
trippers and boat trailers. 

 Flowers planted at the entrance of Poona like where you drive into Hervey Bay 
 Continue the drainage works and on both sides of Boronia Dr & Outridge Ave – it’s 

presently unhealthy, and an eyesore 
 Drainage like the new concept on Boronia should be done on the eastern side as well. 

Spoon drains on the eastern side have not been maintained and have become 
ineffective holding water on properties instead of draining towards the swales 

 People have illegally filled in low sections on the foreshore and interfered with the 
natural flow of rain water to the swales – this should be addressed 

 For road safety there needs to be a footpath on Boronia to separate pedestrians & 
cyclists from vehicles  



#6 Precinct Infrastructure 
 Construct two bowling greens and progressively 

move towards having a dedicated Bowls Club 

 Construct a fully fledged croquet pad 

 Progress the Men's Shed 

 Develop Market Alley as a tribute to either district 
pioneers or ANZACS (or both) 

 

 

 



Precinct Infrastructure – Community Input 

 Why can't Poona get a bowls club like Boonooroo? 
 Suggest two lawn bowl greens to go on the eastern side of the 

tennis courts 
 Development of the Croquet area with an improved playing 

pad...maybe synthetic grass like golf - a particular good initiative for 
those not so healthy/active 

 It would be nice to have a Pioneer walkway on the granite area 
leading into the Hall. A tribute to the district (broader) pioneers and 
include timber, fishing, farming, manufacturing 

 How about renaming Market Alley, which doesn't get used for 
markets, "Anzac Alley“ or another name in reverence to our diggers, 
as it is the site for the biggest get together in Poona's calendar. 

 Are the men interested in working for a Men's Shed, is there a need? 
 



#7 Precinct Enhancements 
 Rename ‘Market Alley’ to something in reverence 

to our fallen soldiers (Memorial sub-committee to 
recommend names) 

 Construct outside BBQs in the recreational area 

 Progress with more exercise equipment and 
playground equipment for older children (teens) 

 Construct a community garden beside the hall 

 



Precinct Enhancements – Community Input 

Summary of comments 

 A community garden adjacent to the hall could 
be useful 

 3 more exercise stations on the oval with moving 
parts and easier for residents 

 An outside barbecue for recreation area 
 A flying fox with a decent length for the older 

kids would be great as we now have quite a few 
pre teen and older kids who are looking for 
something a bit more exciting. The spider ropes 
are a bit more interesting. 



#8 Community Services 
 Establish a medical room at the Hall for 

emergencies (with trained locals) and also to 
facilitate a visiting GP (eg. fortnightly/monthly 
visits) 

 Establish a community bus service that is used to 
get our aging residents to medical/hospital 
appointments 

 Our new Poona webpage should be broadened to 
provide more on our history and our local 
characters  

 

 

 



Community Services – Community Input 
Summary of comments 
 

 The community should facilitate a visiting doctor by having a suitable room available at the Hall  
 Because we are semi remote we really should have like an emergency room at the hall with 

medical first aid supplies and a number of residents that can be trained to assist whilst ambulance 
or helicopter arrives 

 A community bus run by volunteers ,suggest 3 days a week into Maryborough ,maybe 4 hours, 
take people to appointments, shopping etc. could work well as we have an ageing population. 
Maybe less people need to move closer to town as they age. 

 With an ageing population it would be good to have a volunteer operated community bus to get 
residents to doctors, hospitals etc. The bus if permitted could operate as a courtesy bus within 
Poona 

 We should push to have an ambulance based in Poona to service the immediate townships. 
Ambulances have to travel too far from Maryborough. In the alternative community trained first 
aid officers. 

 We should consider a non-denominational chapel for Poona 
 We need to get some training happening or locals up to date to use the de-fibulator 
 We should have designated community ambassadors to routinely mix with visitors at the caravan 

park and at the hall - make visitors welcome in our town – be proud of it 
 Poona should have a webpage that is aimed at visitors 
 There is a rich heritage of interaction by South Sea Islanders with Poona going back to the 1860's. 

That needs to be explored along with any connections to the Aboriginals 



#9a Development 

 Poona should take immediate action to help restore property 
values to more realistic levels 

 The PCPA and the Council should promote Poona to foster a 
level of growth and development commensurate with a 
small coastal community that values peace and tranquillity 

 The PCPA should investigate any opportunity to promote the 
likes of a coffee/craft shop operating (from the Hall if 
necessary- may be weekends in the first instance) 



Poona Property Market 
 In the decade 2006 to 2016 there have been six (6) Dept. of Natural Resources & Mines valuations 

undertaken in respect of Poona and Fraser Coast.  
 From the 2006 level, properties in Poona were increasing in value through to 2011 but 

subsequently falling to levels below that of 2006.  
 In the latest valuation for Fraser Coast (2016) overall there was a fall of 1% but Poona dropped 

9.52%. In five (5) years Poona fell approx. 35% and appears to be still dropping 
 On average a property in Poona is on the market for 588 days (source ‘onthehouse.com.au’) 

 The following graphs depict the trends which are inconsistent with many other areas and further 
the median value of property in Poona is 35% lower than our neighbours- 
 Poona $76,000 
 Boonooroo $116,000 
 Tinnanbar $116,000 
 Maaroom $116,000 
 River Heads $116,000  
 Tin Can Bay $117,000 

 The trend in Poona is widening the relativity to many other regions eg. as a percentage of 
Brisbane prices 

 Why should Poona properties be worth so little by comparison? 
 If you sell in Poona will you now be able to afford a comparable home elsewhere?  
 Are people who want to leave, or have to leave (health/aged etc.) trapped? 
 Will the Federal Government’s mooted changes to Capital Gains Tax and Negative 

Gearing further impact adversely on Poona 
 Will low property prices lead to unhealthy demographic changes? 



Comparison of Land Values 
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Comparison of Land Values 
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Development – Growth, Shops etc.  Community Input 

 Summary of comments 
 Poona needs to attract business so we can grow and gain more services eg. supermarket 
 The town is too small to support a medical centre or anything which would make, say a retirement 

village work, so it needs to foster more permanent residents 
 Get a café going at the hall - maybe under a leasing arrangement. Too much in assets tied up for 

once a week use 
 Need actions to put Poona on the map once more - desperately needed to restore property values. 

People can't sell or if they do it is at give-away prices 
 Our Council needs to stop Poona turning into shed city or ‘shedhouses’ as it is often referred to. 

Our property values have gone down and I believe this is one of the main reasons. 
 Good local area planning is critical and will prevent over and wrong/piecemeal development 
 With better access to the water more people would choose Poona to live, as the town itself is a 

high quality residential area. 
 Then there are contra views – 

 The fact we don’t have shops, cafes etc. I love the peace and quiet and that we're not over 
developed 

 Many in Poona do not support any actions which would attract more visitors and/or residents 
 I do not support any development that will put upward pressure on rates 
 It's about lifestyle- we moved here to avoid larger towns (with all that they bring with them): lots of 

people, noise, pollution, retirement villages, and busy waterways 
 Poona is a fragile environment (land & water) and over development is a threat – eg. more flooding 



#9b Tourism 

 The PCPA and the Council should promote 
Poona for its tourism potential focussing on 
the Great Sandy Marine Park, Ramsar 
wetlands and Poona’s nature trails 

 Consider partnering with other communities 
on the Sandy Strait to share in promotion of 
the broader area 



Tourism – Community Input 

 Summary of comments 

 A Ramsar wetland - The Great Sandy Strait has a 
huge ecologically significance as it is the only sandy 
wetland in the world and is recognised world wide 

 We have a marine park on our doorstep and should 
capitalise on that feature 

 The road signs for Poona (southbound) are too small 
- people have passed the turnoff before they have 
time to think about it. 



#9c Retirement Village 

 Recognising our aging population in Poona the 
PCPA and the Council should take any 
opportunity to promote Poona as a suitable 
venue for a Retirement Village 



Retirement Village – Community Input 

Summary of comments 

 We need to be considering the aging population of 
Poona and do whatever we can to get a retirement 
village located here so people are not forced to leave 
Poona. 

 Should we be looking towards community funding to 
purchase the land adjacent to the shop and creating 
a retirement complex?  Add a few Eco cottages, 
convert the shop into a community facility and that's 
the beginning 

 



#10 Council Services 

 Recognising the diminished Council services 
to Poona insofar as  a transfer station, a green 
dump and the pending introduction of fees for 
Council Tips, Council to develop alternatives to 
avoid illegal dumping in Poona 

 Council to introduce a comprehensive weekly 
clean of the entire Poona foreshore (removal 
of palm fronds) 

 Any new toilet complex in Outridge Ave should 
be placed inside the actual Reserve and 
aesthetically pleasing 



Council Services – Community Input 

Summary of comments 

 
 Council must enforce laws regarding shed/caravan dwelling. That is the way to restore 

property values and prevent the place becoming a shanty town. 
 If Boonooroo dump usage becomes more restricted, we are going to have increasing 

problems with illegal dumping.  
 A green dump is needed - Council should reinstate the green dump by indemnifying the land owner 

against liability 
 Residents on the foreshore should not have to manage (& pay for) the removal of palm fronds  - it is 

a Council responsibility to keep the foreshore clean 
 Better access to rubbish removal like we used to have would remove one of the negatives about the 

town 
 need to have twice a year roadside collections (as it was under MCC) 

 The road down to the old toilet block at the point should not be closed 
 Portable toilets should be installed where the point toilet complex was removed 
 Need toilets at the end of Outridge 
 Question the need for a second toilet block – money should go to better cleaning of existing 

facility. Also would be a fire safety risk to locate at the end of Outridge – near Dr Price’s 
residence should be considered as an alternative. 

 



Thank You 
 Thank you for attending the Workshop and your 

contributions 

 Remember to keep the ideas coming- 

 Email poonaplanning@gmail.com 

 Please ensure you have registered your contact 
details so we can keep you up to date with the 
progress of the community plans 


